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Abstract: This article discusses the compound words given in the newspaper and 
their meaning. It can also lead to lexical or grammatical inaccuracies. People can 
interpret differently because of vague words, phrases, and sentences. In each language, 
the compound has its own regulated form, as in English and Uzbek, and it is 
characterized by systems that can identify certain words called compound words. 
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As a means of communication, language holds an important role in life. Language 
is one of the human basic needs and it cannot be separated from their life. As social 
creatures, people need language to communicate and interact with the other to fulfill 
their needs. People create language by forming words which have meaning and can be 
understood to all people. People can express their ideas, share information and feelings 
directly or indirectly, in a form of spoken or written by using language.  
Nowadays, there are many ways to communicate with the other due to the 
developments of technology. There are many media, whether electronic or printed 
media to share information and to keep in touch with the other. People can get the 
information about the development of the world and everything happens in a day from 
electronic and printed media. As a means of communication, both printed and 
electronic media hold an important role to the development of language. They become 
a source for people to get factual information or news, whether national or international 
news because nowadays printed and electronic media are more global.  
As an international language, English also holds an important role in the 
development of globalization that is as a means of communication in business, politic, 
science and technology. There are many English News TV programs, radio talk shows, 
entertainment, advertisements, songs, and even newspapers and magazines. 
Newspaper, especially daily newspaper, has a big contribution for the people. People 
can get information about local or international events every day because the news and 
information are up to date and accurate. Generally, newspaper has some features, such 
as: editorial opinions and op-eds; comic strips and other entertainments, such as 
crosswords, sudoku and horoscopes; weather news and forecasts advice, gossip, food 
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and other columns; critical reviews of movies, plays, restaurants, etc and also classified 
ads. 
As a means of communication, newspaper has some roles: to inform its readers 
objectively about what is happening in their community, country, and world; to 
comment editorially on the news in order to bring this developments into focus; to 
provide the means whereby persons with goods and services to advertise their wares; 
to campaign for desirable civic projects and help eliminate undesirable conditions; to 
give the readers a friendly counselor, information bureau, and champion of his rights. 
[Nita Widiastuti. 2016] 
People try to communicate perfectly and completely. They want to give 
information as many as they can to the other. What people try to do is also conducted 
by the media, especially printed media. The journalist tries to give perfect, complete 
and accurate information for people. The accuracy of the article is determined by the 
sentences which refer to the words structure that grammatical and structural. However, 
words structure and sentence structure can lead to be ambiguous even though they are 
grammatically correct. It is due to lexical or grammatical ambiguity. People may have 
the different interpretation due to the ambiguous words, phrase, and sentences. 
Compounding in every language has its own regulated form as in English and Uzbek, 
and it is characterized by the systems which can determine some words combined 
called as compound words. English compound words cover parts of speech such as 
noun, adjective, verb, and adverb combinations, for example, the noun compound of 
flashlight (verb+subject) and the adjective compound of breathtaking (object+-ing 
participle) Quirk (1985: 171), while the Uzbek compound words have their 
constructive rules which are different from the Uzbek phrases, for example, elchixona 
and qabila boshlig’i.  
Compound words in English have many variants, including noun compound 
words, verb compound words and adjective compound words. Nouns combine with 
adjectives, nouns, verbs, or prepositions to make noun compound words where the 
rightmost words are nouns. Therefore, noun compound words include several types: 
noun-noun compound words (cheekbone), adjective-noun compound words 
(blackboard), preposition-noun compound words (upside) and verb-noun compound 
words (washroom). In the CELEX database (Baayen, Piepenbrock, & van Rijn, 1993), 
there are 1,437 noun-noun compound words (Libben, 2005). This research focuses on 
noun-noun compound words because they are one of the most productive classes that 
form compound words in English. The noun-noun compound word in this study consist 
of two free morphemes, which have two elements where each element is a 
monomorpheme, because it can be easily found cross linguistically and it gives a direct 
test for the relationship between the storage and computation in the mental lexicon 
[Yakefu Mayila. 2010.]. 
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The dictions of literature such as newspaper are imaginative, powerful, and 
captivating manner. How do people gain the meaning of the newspaper words? Some 
newspaper words consist of single units. The meaning of such newspaper words must 
be derived of the syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic context of their use, or by direct 
instruction (e.g., reading or being told as a definition), or sometimes by analogy with 
similar words. Some newspaper words can be understood through the known word and 
the known derivational or inflectional addition, as well as all the mechanisms available 
for single-unit words. Often, however, newspaper words are composed of two or more 
morphemes which are themselves words. In English, nominal compounding is 
extremely productive and is a common way of introducing new words in to the lexicon. 
This set of words, the compound, is the focus of the present study. 
Examples of Compound Words 
Compound words fall within three categories and it’s not unusual to find the same 
word in more than one group. Here are the three types of compound words with an 
explanation and examples of each: 
Closed compound words are formed when two unique words are joined together. 
They don’t have a space between them and they are the type that generally comes to 














I love the fireworks on the fourth of July. 
Make sure you hold hands when you come to the crosswalk. 
The ocean was bathed in moonlight. 
Did you hear amount the terrible earthquake? 
The fireflies buzzed in the night sky. 
Open compound words have a space between the words but when they are read 
together a new meaning is formed: 
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Ice cream Grand jury 
Cave in Post office 
Real estate Middle class 
Full moon Attorney general 
Half sister 
 
Ice cream is my favorite dessert. 
The line at the post office snaked all the way out the door and around the corner. 
Rhonda is my half sister. 
There must be a full moon out tonight. 
Hyphenated compound words are connected by a hyphen. To avoid confusion, 
modifying compounds are often hyphenated, especially when they precede a noun such 
as in the case of part-time teacher, high-speed chase, and fifty-yard dash. When they 
come after the noun they are open compounds: a chase that is high speed, a teacher that 
is part time, etc. Comparative and superlative adjectives are hyphenated when they are 
compounded with other modifiers: the highest-priced computer, the lower-priced car. 
Adverbs that end in –ly and compounded with another modifier are not modified: a 
highly rated restaurant, a publicly held meeting. 







My mother-in-law is coming for a visit. 
The merry-go-round at the carnival thrilled Ella. 
Some over-the-counter drugs can have serious side effects. 
If you’re concerned for your well-being make sure you eat healthy foods and get 
plenty of exercise. 
So, apart from the concept of compound words, investigating the meaning of 
compound words in the newspaper is the challenging topic since the compound words 
are the creative word product of people and there is a process behind it. In addition, 
newspapers provide many compound words forms and types which are very helpful to 
collect and classify. As well, the procedure of translating compound words influences 
the accuracy and the fidelity of meaning as the goal of an ideal translation. 
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